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Mideast Intrigue
PLO Operative, Slain
Reputedly by Israelis,
Had Been Helping U.S.

Figure in Munich Massacre

Died in a 1979 Explosion;
Role in Diplomats’ Safety

Arafat's American Channel?:

By Davip IGNATIUS
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON~On Jan. 22, 1979, an offi-
cial of the Palestine Liberation Organization
naned Ali Hassan Salameh was killed in a
car-bomb explosion in Beirut. One of the
most notorious PLO terrorists during the
early 1970s, he had helped plan the seizure
of Israeli athietes at the 1972 summer Olym-
pics in Munich. **We have lost a lion,” said
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat.

Mr. Salameh’s corpse carried a hint that
he was an unusual lion. In one of the dead
man’s pockets, according to a close friend,
was a message sent that day from Bashir
- Gemayel~the leader of the Lebanese Pha-
Jangist militia and normally a ferocious en-
emy of the PLO—warning Mr. Salamehthat
his life was in danger. - - -

Shortly after “the assass!naﬂon, Adm.
sunsﬁeld'rumer.then:hedxrectorofthe
Centrgl Intelligence
Agency, briefed
President Carter on

gmund. Presbdent Carter 'expresed can-
cern” at his death.
- The reason for President Carter's dismay

was that for over five years, Mr. Salameh,
with Mr. Arafat’s apparent approval, had
been providing the CIA with intelligence
that helped protect U.S. dipiomats from ex-
tremist attacks by Palestinians and other
Arabs. He had also helped implement an
understanding with the U.S., reached in No-
vember 1973, that Mr. Arafat's PLO main-,
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stream group, Fatah, wouldn't harm Ameri- ;

cans. Moreover, according.to a top U.S. offi-
eial, “the U.S. had reasono believe that the
Jsraciis knew' that Mr. Salameh was se |
cretly he!plng the U.S.

. The Salameh. connection, which
amounted to & backdoor channel between
the U.S. and the PLO, is one of the most in-
triguing tales to emerge from the conspir-
acy-laden Middle East. It {llustrates the
complex intelligence operations undertaken
by the U.S., the PLO and the Israelis in this
region. It also shows how, on occasion, U.S.
and Israeli interests can ditfer sharply.

The implications of the Salameh story
are especially delicate now, when Mr. Ara-
fat is exploring new links to the U.S. through
President Reagan's peace fnitiative, and
when U.S. officials are publicly questioning
whether Israel is obstructing American pal-
icy. But this article isn‘t based on any “offi-
cial leak™ by the US., Israel or any PLO or
other Arab faction. This reporter first heard

‘Extraordinarily Helpful’ .
Hermann Ellts, a former US. ambassa-
dor to Egypt and Saudi Arabia, says this of

.. Mr. Salameh: “Over the years I was in gov-

ernment, I iearned a good deal about his ac-
tivities. 1 know that on a good many occs-
sions, in a nonpublic fashion, he ‘was ex-
traordinarily helpful—as was Fatah~in as-
stsungmsecuﬂtyfnrAmenundnwand
.wxdals. regardhis mshaﬂm as a2
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former U.S. officials, top PLO officials, sev-

eral Israelis and some of Mr. Salameh's!
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‘develop closer ties with the U.S. A former
top-level U.S. official explains that Mr. Sala-
meh was “less an individual who was a
source than a channel; he wasn’t someone
doing anything against his superior's
‘wishes."

“All was a door to very strong relations
.with the Americans,” says a member of the
'Fatah central committee. He confirms that
-Mr. Salameh senmt a series of specific mes-
-sages to the .US.,-but he insists that “Ali
.was instructed in everything'' by Mr. Arafat
“and other PLO leaders. ““We played this role
‘to get with the Americans,” this PLO offi-
cial says.
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"8 PLO official says hie was disturbed by Mr.

: Salameh's terrorist role. “I thought Ali
could do more away !rom kind of
“work,” he says. - ’
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